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%I 5ipIenbfb IRecorb. 
At an inquest on an infant a t  Yarmouth re- 

eeiitly, Mix. al. Sutton, a midwife, asked by the 
Coroner if she had had any experience, said that 
she had attended at the  birth of 9,037 children in  
55 years. She began, she said, when she was 20, 
and had never lost a single case. In one year she 
attended 500 cases, and had entered every one in 
a hook. The Coroner said this was a " record " 
in his experience, nnd he heartily congratulated 
She witness. 

Bbstetrfcs in Dfetrfct Work, 
The opinion seems t o  be gaining ground in this 

country that maternity and midwifery nursing call 
iisef ully and safely be combined with district nurs- 
ing work, provided that the precautions now pos- 
sible by the observance of modern methods of 
asepsis are faithfully carried out. It is interestiiig 
t o  observe, therefore, that  in a paper presented t o  
the  Annual Convention of the 1L urses' Associated 
Alumnce of the Unitecl States this year Miss Xary 
E. Lent, R.N., Superintendent, Instructive Visit- 
ing Nurse Association of Baltimore, expresses the 
contrary opinion, xucl says, '' As for  obstetrics, 
unless there is a special nurse for  such work it is 
not possible for the district iiurse to attend cases 
during confinement. It means tha t  her other pa- 
tients mould have t o  be neglected, which should not 
be done." Probably, in a busy district in a large 
town  this is the case, but in rural districts, where 
a nurse does not worlr a t  such high pressure, it 
may be possible t o  combine the tm. But mid- 
mlfery ivorlr is so nrgeiit when the call comes, tha t  
ather work must always give place t o  it, and where 
there are arute cases of illness this is not easy to 
a rrange. 

Mrs. Scott-Steele, Hon. Secretary of the Carlisle 
District Nursing Association, is appealing for the 
support of the public in the developments which are 
taking place in it.9 w,ork. The Committee h a w  
added to their staff a nurse who will attend confine- 
ment c a m s  with a doctor, and in case3 of poverty 
will act as a midwife. They are aka  amalgamating 
with the Carlisle Maternity Association, and taking 
over its work as well as .the services of Nurqe 
Janiieson, who has worked as  a midwife in coniiec- 
tion with it for the paet fourteen gears. The mor- 
talitq rate among3t infants in Carlide is 8 per 
1,000 higher than the average throughoiit England 
and Wales, and it is hoped that the effort nov~ 
being made to Aave the lives of these infant5 anq] 
the health at their niothers will receive pnlJlic 
tmppwt. The Committee aye appealing at present 
for $70 to meet the cost of removing to a larger 
home R a i l  of the extra fiirnishing made necewary 
by the inci*ea.w of staff. Cbntrihntions sh0111d ho 
eent t o  Miss Hdtoii, Hon. Treasi1rer, District 
Nurses' Home, 73, N'a~ic l r  R<oad, Carlisle. 

Gbe Il;lational rnaternftp 1b05Ptta17 
Dt1blin. --- 

No class of hospi2al is doing better Qr nm'e lleces- 
s,ary iyorl<, at  a less cost, than the  maternity h- 
1)itals of the  United Kingdom. The t h i w  tll:t 
is Ileded to maintain a i d  ustLxnd their work 1s 

11101.e fiiiaiicial support, for of this ou1* iiiaturllit~ 
charities scarcely seem t o  receive their fair slltlrts, 
which is a matter for great regret. They cortiiinls7 
dno incalculable g o d  t o  the large number of in- an(1 
out-patients attended in the course of the ycilr, 
raising the standard of the national health, SO that  
111others return to their worlr free from the  chronic 
ilivaliclism which in former clays n'as the unfortu- 
nate lo t  of many, as a result of septic infection, iund 
with the baby healthy, happy, and vigorous, illstead 
of bliiid for life, as too often happened as thQ re- 
stilt of ignorant neglect of the eyes of the newborn. 
Again, these hospitals benefit not only patiellts 
actually receiving treatmeat, but have i& much 
wider influence as centres of education for students 
and niidvives, for all of vhich reawns they are 
entitled to generous support. The Natioiial Mater- 
nity H<!pital, Dublin, in common with others, IS 
rsiiffering from la'clc of financial support, and we 
hope that the sermon on its belid'f preached in t h e  
Church of St. Andren-, Dublin, 011 Sunday after- 
no.on, by the Rev. Dr. 31. A. Iicane, OX'., will 
rc$ult in a substantial increase in the interest taken 
in and the funds subscribed to this excellent insti- 
tution. Subscriptions will be thaiilrfully i1c*linow- 
ledged by Miss Gargan, Secretary, Natioiial Nn- 
teriiity Hospital, Holles Street, Dublin, or hy thc. 
Lady Snperintenclent, and mill be put t o  a gootl 
use. 

Gbe Il;latfonaI fleeocfatfon of 
flDfbwfoe5. --- 

A n  interesting fiinction took place on Satnrday; 
September 25th, in oonnection with the National 
A.sociation of Midwives, Manchester, d i e n  Nrs. 
Laywn,  the President, on behalf of the Association, 
proposed la pnblic vote of thanks to Mr. J. 13. 
Clynes, M.P., f-or the services rendercc1 bg him to 
working nien and womeii in general, and expl~incrl 
thak midwiven were eepecklly indehkd t o  him, lie- 
cause, at  tKe reqns t  of the members of the Nationnl 
Aswciation of Midwivefl, he had come forward and 
nqlred a yiieKtion on their behalf in the HOUSO ,of 
Commons in relation to the Departlnental Corn- 
niittee appointed by the Lord President of 
CI.onnci1 to iiicluire into the working of the R;lidJv\.ivt.s' 
Act. The redutioii  was secoudeli by hlrs. 3ial- 
c o h  COrreSpollding Secretary of the As$mjiation, 
and heartily carried. 

Mrs. Shelmerdine, a miich req)ectcd membei* of 
the Aswciation, also presented a Iieai1tifill 1)011qlwt 
of flowers to hbs. Ulgnes, which wm gl-acef11ily 
accepted and acknowIecIged in most feeling term8 
The Awociation alw received with much oatiefaction 
the aswancc  that their intermts wonld almaya 
WhPJl p 0 W d ) l P  b(1 f ~ ~ ~ t h c ~ d  by Mr. Cly11w. 
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